DEPARTMENT OF COVMERCE

NATI ONAL OCEANI C AND ATMOSPHERI C ADM NI STRATI ON

Federal Agency: National Marine Fisheries Service (NWS),
Nat i onal Cceani ¢ and At nospheric Adm nistration (NOAA), Commer ce.
Fundi ng Qpportunity: Financial Assistance for Research and

Devel opnent Projects in the Gulf of Mexico and off the U S. South
Atl antic Coastal States; Cooperative Research Program (CRP)
Announcenent Type: This is a nodification of a previously
announced opportunity. The original announcenent was published
June 30, 2003. The DATES and SUPPLEMENTARY | NFORMATI ON secti ons
were nodified to change the application deadline from August 14
to Septenber 15, 2003.

Cat al og of Federal Donestic Assistance Number: 11.454 Unallied
Managenent Projects

DATES: W nust receive your application by close of business (5
p.m eastern standard tinme) on Septenber 15, 2003. Applications
received after that tinme will not be considered for funding. The
earliest start date of awards is about 300 days after the date of
publication of this notice.

Suppl enental I nformation

SUMVARY: Subject to the availability of funds, NWMFS (hereafter
referred to as “we” or “us”) announces the availability of

Federal assistance under the Cooperative Research Program (CRP)



Grant Program This announcenent provi des guidelines,
eval uations criteria and sel ection procedures for the program
Under the CRP program we provide financial assistance for
research and devel opnent projects that optimze the use of
fisheries in the GQulf of Mexico and along the Atlantic coast
involving the U S. fishing industry (commercial and
recreational), including fishery biology, resource assessnent,
soci 0- econom ¢ assessnents, managenent and conservation, selected
harvest nethods, and fish handling and processing.
Addresses: You can obtain an application package from and send
your conpl eted application(s)to: National Marine Fisheries
Service, State/Federal Liaison Ofice, 9721 Executive Center
Drive, N, St. Petersburg, FL 33702. You may al so obtain the
appl i cation package fromthe CRP honepage at:

http://cal dera.sero. nnfs. gov/grants/prograns/crp. htm

For Further Information Contact: Ellie Francisco Roche, Chief,
St at e/ Federal Liaison Ofice, (727)570-5324.
l. Fundi ng Qpportunity Description

The CRP is a conpetitive Federal assistance programthat
funds projects seeking to increase and inprove the working
rel ati onshi p between researchers fromthe NWS, state fishery
agencies, universities, and fishernen. Congress has initiated

t he cooperative research funding to assist the NMFS to i nprove



t he confidence that both commercial and recreational fishernen
have in the data and anal yses perforned in support of fisheries
managenent. The authorizing statute for the Cooperative Research
Programis 15 U S.C. 713c-3(d).

The CRP has as its principal goal to provide a neans of
i nvol ving comrercial and recreational fishernen in the
coll ection of fundanental fisheries information to support the
devel opnment and eval uati on of managenent and regul atory options.
You are encouraged to address one of the priority areas |isted
bel ow as they pertain to Federally managed speci es or species
rel evant to Federal fisheries managenent plans, but proposals in
other areas will be considered. |If you select nore than
one priority, you should list first on your application the
priority that nost closely reflects the objectives of your
proposal. Projects should focus on the greatest probability of
collecting data that aids in recovering, maintaining, or
i nproving the status of stocks upon which fisheries depend;
i mprovi ng the understandi ng of factors affecting recruitnment
success and |long-term sustainability of fisheries; and/or
generating increased val ues and opportunities for fisheries.
Projects are evaluated as to the |ikelihood of achieving these
obj ectives, with consideration of the nmagnitude of the eventual

econom ¢ or social benefits that may be realized.



A.  Commercial Finfish

There are several priorities within this general category
that relate to the collection of catch, effort, size frequency,
bycatch, and detailed data on fishing area by vessels in the
commercial fisheries for finfish species.

1. Monitor the effects of closed Marine Protected Areas.
Research is needed to identify nmethods to neasure the response of
marine resource to changes in regulations for Marine Protected
Areas (MPAs). Projects should include use of fishernmen' s
know edge about critical habitat for the range of species
harvested. An exanple is the large MPA intended to protect snal
swordfish and other highly mgratory species off the US
sout heast ern coast.

(a) Projects are needed to thoroughly assess the inpacts of
tinmes/area closures in the Southeast Region that have been
designated to protect finfish spawni ng aggregati ons and/ or
concentrations of sub-legal fish

(b) Projects to collect fine-scale data for catch-effort are
needed to help refine the definition (spatial and tenporal) of
MPAS .

2. Characterize the total catch (fromall fleets affecting
t he stocks), including catch conposition and di sposition of the

cat ch.



(a) Projects are needed to collect detailed information on
t he conposition and disposition of bycatch and di scards.

(b) Investigations are needed to determ ne nore efficient
and effective nethods to record catches nore accurately and on a
real -tinme basis during the actual fishing (e.g. electronic
| ogbooks)

(c) Projects are needed to devel op nethods to increase the
anount of at-sea observation with the application of inmaging
syst ens.

(d) Projects are needed to fully utilize scientific
observers on-board vessels as a neans of collecting detailed
catch, effort and disposition data. |In cases where vessel space
does not permt adding an observer, it mght be possible to
designate the captain or a crew nenber as the responsible
i ndi vi dual on-board for recording these data. Projects need to
eval uate the type of training and equi pnment that are required to
assure that scientifically reliable data are coll ect ed.

(e) Data collection projects are needed to determ ne the
effects of increasing size |imts or reducing possession limts
on discard rates. |If discard nortalities are high, such
managenent neasures m ght counteract the intended conservation
benefits to the stock. Discard nortality rates currently used in

assessnments are generally based on snmall nunbers of observations



or are unknown. Research is needed to devel op esti mates of
discard nortality rates as a function of size, gear, area, season
and depth of fishing is needed to inprove the basis for
estimating the conservation benefits or | osses associated with
size limts for a wide range of stocks.

(f) Data collection projects to help inprove the information
on |life history and biol ogical investigations on conmerci al
finfish species are needed. |Inproved information about the age-
structure of the catch (both retained and di scarded) based on
otolith or other hard-part age readings provide an inproved basis
for nonitoring the stock’s resilience to fishing. |nproved
information on the reproductive characteristics of the stock
provi des a basis for refining estimtes of |ong-term potenti al
productivity of the stock. Collection of biological specinens
fromthe catch is necessary for inproving our understandi ng of
the life history characteristics that influence the stock’s
resilience to fishing and potential for production. Research
activities which provide |ife history biological specinens are
encour aged.

3. Monitoring stock abundance through study-fl eet
applications. This type of cooperative research requires |ong-

termcommtnent in terms of funding and application.



(a) One objective is to devel op a consistent sanpling
nmet hodol ogy that will permt tracking relative abundance of a
fishery resource across tine. The initial step for such
applications is the devel opnent of sanpling designs and protocols
to be applied by the fleet, including intercalibration studies
bet ween vessels, if needed.

(b) Projects to develop nethods to determ ne the appropriate
sanpl i ng designs and pil ot studies are needed. An exanple is
the potential devel opnent of a recruitnment index for swordfish,
sanpling in regions with high abundance of Young of the Year,
generally in the areas that are now closed to longlining in the
@ul f and al ong the sout heastern US coast.

4. Projects to develop and test gear and fishing strategy
nodi fi cations to reduce or elimnate unintended catch are needed.

5. Fishing Capacity Investigations. There appears to be a
wi de-spread m smatch between the current capacity of the regiona
fishing fleets and the productivity of the stocks. Cooperative
research into nethods to optimze capacity to better nmatch the
| ong-term potential productivity of the regional stocks is
needed. A nunber of possibilities ranging from I ndividual Quota
Systens to Vessel Capacity Control prograns coul d be consi dered.
It was noted that there are likely regional/fishery differences

that would require different approaches.



B. Caribbean Fisheries

Orientation neetings have recently been conducted between
t he Cari bbean Fi sheries Managenent Council and the fishing
i ndustry. These neetings focused upon closing fisheries in
portions of the Exclusive Econom c Zone (EEZ) by establishing
additional Marine Protected Areas (MPAs). It was evident that
representatives fromthe Cari bbean were clearly in touch with
concerns expressed by user groups fromtheir region and were
attuned to potentials for cooperative research. Two research
topic areas, 1) habitat and fisheries and (2) corals, were
i dentifi ed.

1. Habitat and fisheries.

(a) Research and data collection to estimate the social and
econonmi c inpacts that are related to closures of MPAs are
inportant. Currently the Cari bbean has five seasonal closures in
the EEZ for spawni ng aggregates of fish and one no-take zone
consi sting of an annual closure. The size of these areas is not
as vast as areas established on the mainland, but for the size of
the fishing grounds in the Caribbean, they are significant.

Al t hough research has been conducted on the biol ogical inpacts of
several no-take zones, little or no research has been done to
estimate the inpacts on the fishing communities and the econom cs

of these fisheries.



(b) Projects are also needed to investigate the benefits of
rotating MPAs (either tenporal or spatial). Once an area is
closed, it remains closed forever, but research is needed to
determ ne the biological and soci oeconom ¢ benefits of
al ternating MPAs bet ween open and cl osed.

Al t hough research has been done by scientists, we would |ike
to see research on industry being utilized as a conduit to take
scientists to |locations for study. The commercial sector can
avail the scientific comunity trenendous assistance in
generating informati on and know edge about area closure tines and
spawni ng areas. Potential also exists for cooperative research
bet ween industry and the scientific community. Significant
research of closed areas can be effectively achi eved by
i ncorporating comrercial fishernmen with scientific
i nvestigations. Commercial fishermen could also assist the
scientific community to | ocate areas of recruitnent.

2. Corals.

(a) Research is needed to determine the inpact on cora
reefs fromboth conmercial and recreational fishing activity.
| ndustry participation is needed to research the inpacts of gear
on coral reefs.

(b) Research is needed to determne the inpacts to cora

resulting fromrecreational fishing activities. Overall the



information on recreational fishing activities on coral reefs is
sparse, even though there are approxi mately 60,000 recreational
vessels in the Caribbean. Research should focus on diving,
recreational boating and anchoring on coral reefs.

C. Recreational and Charter Fishery

1. Soci oeconom c research.

(a) Research needs to be perfornmed to determ ne the nunbers
of recreational fishernmen and related trips need to be accurately
defi ned.

(b) Data needs to be collected to expand the information
base for the socioeconom c characteristics for the recreational
and charter boat industries.

(c) In addition to data collection activities, research
needs to be done to investigate the potential econom c inpacts
and costs associated with recreational fishing.

2. Research on Managenent Alternatives.

| nvesti gations should include benefits and costs to the
stocks, as well as soci oecononm c benefits/costs to participants
in the fishery.

(a) Research is needed into the effects of seasonal closures
or MPAs on the recreational and charter boat industries.

(b) One key elenment is research into the potential inpact of

cl osures and/or MPAs to inprove spawni ng stocks. The bi ol ogi cal

10



i npact of such managenent alternatives should be nore clearly
under stood regardi ng i npact to spawni ng st ocks.

(c) Another key question is the potential inpacts of
cl osures on the recruitnent of stocks that are inportant for
recreational and charter boat industries.

(d) Research is also needed to determ ne the potential of
bag and size limts on species that are inportant to recreational
and charter boat industries. Enphasis of the research should be
on looking at alternatives to size limts.

(e) Bycatch post-release nortality closely relates to
al ternati ve managenent neasures and research is needed to
adequately nmeasure these nortality rates. At-sea observers on
recreational and charter boat trips are a possible neans of
performng this type of research and shoul d be consi dered for
this research topic.

4. Catch/Effort Data. Data collection projects are needed
to inprove the data on catch and effort fromthe private
recreational fishermen. Research is needed to determ ne whether
and at what |evel an increase in the nunbers of intercept
interviews are needed to inprove better resolution in the
estimates of the catch and effort for the private recreational
fishery.

5. Habi t at Research
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(a) Research is needed to evaluate the effectiveness of
artificial reefs, what can artificial reefs do for the fishing
community, and estimate associ ated inpacts.

(b) Research is needed to determine the inpacts and effects
of harnful algal bloons such as red tide on recreational and
charter boat fisheries.

(c) Investigations are needed into requirenents for
essential fisheries habitat for certain species - gag group,
gol i ath grouper and sharks.

D. Commercial Shrinp Harvest

1. Social and econom c inpact of fluctuations in donestic
shrinmp val ues.

(a) Research is needed on the effects on the donmestic shrinp
fishery by high quantities of inports fromforeign countries.

(b) Research is also needed to investigate the social and
econonmi c inpacts. This type of research should include inpacts
on communities, both | ocal fishery-dependent areas and the
i ndustry as a whol e.

2. ldentifying Non-Trawl abl e Areas. Research is needed to
i nvesti gate how habitat enhancenents of non-traw able areas could
benefit shrinp fisheries. For exanple, artificial reefs could be
an inportant nmethod to i nprove certain fisheries. Such research

could include investigations to determne if enhancenents could

12



i ncrease habitat for juvenile fish, i.e. red snapper, and not
only sub-adult and adult speci es.

3. Quantification of Effort. Research is needed to
continue recent effort to inprove and better quantitate fishing
effort. Such research needs to incorporate the conditions and
recommendati ons negotiated with the shrinp industry. Areas of
concern are insurance for at-sea observers, acceptable gear and
protecting confidential data that are collected by the projects.

4. Bycatch Reduction Device Testing Protocols. Research
needs to be continued to develop nore efficient nethods to
certify finfish reduction devices. It would be beneficial for
the shrinp industry if certification protocol that is nore
desirable for both the resource and the user could be devel oped.

5. Quantification of Bycatch Rates. Research is needed to
expand exi sting nethods of extrapolating trawl bycatch data for a
broad range of conditions and fishing grounds. Use of
scientific fishery observers should be expanded to coll ect
bycatch information for a wide a range of fishing area and
condi tions as possible.

1. Award Information
We are soliciting applications for Federal assistance
pursuant to 15 U.S.C. 713c - 3(d). This docunent describes how

you can apply for a cooperative agreenent under the CRP
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Grant Program and how we determ ne which applications we w ||
fund.

Approximately $2.0 million may be available in fiscal year
(FY) 2004 for projects. This anpbunt includes possible
i n-house projects. Publication of this notice obligates neither
NMFS to award any specific grant or cooperative agreenent nor al
or any parts of the available funds. Project proposals accepted
for funding will need to be conpleted within 18 nonths.

The cooperative agreenment has been determned to be the
appropriate funding instrunment for successful applicants.
NVFS is substantially involved as a partner in the cooperative
research activities with the recipient, and eval uating the
per f or mance of awards.
1. Eligibility Information
Eligi bl e applicants include institutions of higher education,
ot her nonprofits, commercial organizations, state governnents,
and private citizens. Federal agencies or institutions are not
el i gi bl e. Forei gn governnents, organi zations under the
jurisdiction of foreign governnents, and international
organi zati ons are excluded for purposes of this solicitation
since the objective of the CRP is to optim ze research and
devel opnment benefits fromU. S. marine fishery resources.

We are strongly commtted to broadening the participation

14



of Historically Black Colleges and Universities, H spanic Serving
Institutions, and Tribal Colleges and Universities inits

educati onal and research prograns. DOC/ NOAA s goals are to
achieve full participation by Mnority Serving Institutions (M)
in order to advance the devel opnent of human potential, to
strengthen the nation’s capacity to provide high quality
education, and to increase opportunities for MSls to participate
in and benefit from Federal financial assistance prograns.

DOC/ NOAA encourages all applicants to include nmeani ngful

participation of MSIs.

Cost Sharing: Cost-sharing is not required for the CRP
Applications nust provide the total budget necessary to
acconplish the project, including contributions and/or donati ons.
Because 15 U.S.C. 713c 3(c)(4)(B) provides that the anmount of
Federal funding nmust be at |east 50 percent of the estinated cost
of the project, the total costs shown in the proposal wll be
eval uated for appropriateness according to the adm nistrative
rules, including 15 CFR Part 14.23 and 15 CFR Part 24.24, as
appropriate. |If an applicant chooses to cost-share, and if that
application is selected for funding, the applicant is bound by
t he percentage of the cost share reflected in the grant or

cooperative agreenent award. Note: Costs incurred in either the
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devel opnent of a project or the financial assistance application,
or tinme expended in any subsequent discussions or negotiations
prior to the award, are neither reinbursable nor recognizable as
part of the recipient’s cost share.

V. Application and Subm ssion I nformation

1. Address to Request Application Package: You can obtain an
appl i cation package from and send your conpleted application(s)
to: Ellie Francisco Roche, Chief, State/Federal Liaison Ofice,
Sout heast Regional Ofice, NMFS, 9721 Executive Center Drive, N
St. Petersburg, FL 33702. You may al so obtain the application

package fromthe CRP honepage at: http://caldera.sero.nnfs. gov/

gr ant s/ proqrans/crp. ht m

You nmust submt one signed original and two copies
of each application (including supporting information). W wll
accept neither facsimle applications, nor electronically
f orwar ded applicati ons.
2. Content and form of Application Subm ssion - W will award
grants or cooperative agreenents for a maxi num period of up to 18
nmont hs. The award period depends upon the duration of funding
requested in the applications, the decision of the NMFS sel ecting
official on the anpbunt of funding, the results of post-selection
negoti ati ons between the applicant and NOAA officials, and pre-

award review of the application by NOAA and Departnent of
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Comrerce (DOC) officials.

The Departnent of Commerce Pre-Award Notification
Requirements for Grants and Cooperative Agreenents contained in
t he Federal Register notice of Cctober 1, 2001 (66 FR 49917), as
anended by the Federal Register notice published on October 30,
2002 (67 FR 66109), is applicable to this solicitation. Your
application nust be conplete and nust follow the format descri bed
in the CRP Federal Register Notice. Applicants should contact
t he NMFS Sout heast Regional O fice for copies of the
solicitation’s CRP application forns (see ADDRESSES). You may
al so obtain the application forns fromthe SERO Hone Page at:
http://cal dera. sero. nnfs. gov/grants/grants. ht m

Project applications nust identify the principal
partici pants, and include copies of any agreenents describing the
specific tasks to be perfornmed by participants. Project
applications should give a clear presentation of the proposed
wor k, the methods for carrying out the project, its relevance to
managi ng and enhancing the use of Gulf of Mexico and Atlantic
fishery resources, and cost estinmates as they relate to specific
aspects of the project. Budgets must include a detailed
breakdown, by category of expenditures, with appropriate
justification for both the Federal and non- Federal shares. The

budget nust include estimates of the tinme and cost to the
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government required of the SEFSC partner (see Section D
Application and Format Requirenents for an expl anation of the
SEFSC partner requirenent). The cost of the SEFSC partner is not
to be included as part of the project cost, but should be
i ncluded as a separate budget item

Applications should exhibit famliarity with related work
that is conpleted or ongoing. Proposals should state whether the
research applies to the Gulf of Mexico, South Atlantic or North
Atlantic for highly mgratory species or nultiple areas.
Successful applicants are required to collect and manage data in
accordance wth standardi zed procedures and format approved or
specified by NVFS and to participate with NVFS in specific
cooperative activities that are determ ned by consultations
bet ween NMFS and successful applicants before project grants are
awarded. All data collected as part of an awarded grant nust be
provided to the National Marine Fisheries Service/ Sout heast
Fi sheries Science Center. Data nust be edited and specified as
accurate by the Principal Investigator. Al applicants nust
either be a commercial or recreational fisherman or have a
witten agreenent that the proposed research includes a
comercial or recreational fisherman or fishernen.
Al'l applicants nust include a witten agreement with a person

enpl oyed by the Sout heast Fisheries Science Center (SEFSC) that
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wll act as a partner in the proposed research project. The
SEFSC partner will assist the applicant to devel op a design for
the project to assure that the outcome will provide suitable,
scientific data and results to support needed fisheries
managenent i nformation.

Appl i cations nust be one-sided and unbound. |nconplete
applications wll be returned to the applicant. Three copies(one
original and two copies) of each application are required and
shoul d be submtted to the NMFS Sout heast Regi onal Ofice,

St at e/ Federal Liaison Ofice (see ADDRESSES).

3. Subm ssion Dates and Ti nes - We nust receive your
application by close of business (5 p.m eastern standard tine)
on Septenber 15, 2003. Applications received after that tinme
will not be considered for funding. The earliest start date of
awards is about 300 days after the date of publication of this
notice. When we receive applications we will screen themto
ensure that they were received by the deadline date (see DATES);
i nclude SF 424 signed and dated by an authorized representative;
were submtted by an eligible applicant, either a comrercial or
recreational fisherman or contains a witten agreenent with a
commercial or recreational fisherman; includes a witten
agreenent with an SEFSC partner; address one of the funding

priorities for federally managed species; and include a budget,
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statenment of work, and m | estones, and identify the principal
investigator. W do not have to screen applications before the
subm ssion deadline in order to identify deficiencies that would
cause your application to be rejected so that you woul d have an
opportunity to correct them However, should we do so and
provi de you information about deficiencies, or should you

i ndependently decide it is desirable to do so, you may correct
any deficiencies in your application before the deadline. After
the deadline, the application nmust remain as submtted; no
changes can be made to it. |If your application does not conform
to these requirenments and the deadline for subm ssion has passed,
the application will be returned wi thout further consideration.
4. Intergovernnental Review - Applications under this program
are subject to the provisions of Executive Order 12372,
“Intergovernnental Review of Federal Prograns.”

5. Funding Restrictions - Construction is not an all owable
activity under this program Therefore, applications wll not
accepted for construction projects.

I ndirect Costs - The total dollar anount of the indirect
costs awarded under this programw ||l not exceed the indirect
cost rate negotiated and approved by a cogni zant Federal agency
prior to the proposed effective date of the award or 25 percent

of the Federal share of the total proposed direct costs dollar
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anount in the application, whichever is less. A copy of the
current, approved, negotiated Indirect Cost Agreenent with the
Federal Governnment nmust be included with the application.
6. O her Subm ssion Requirenments - You nust neet all application
requi renents and provide all information necessary for the
eval uati on of the proposal, including one signed original and two
copies of the application. You nust also be available to respond
to questions during the review and eval uati on of the proposal (s).
V. Application Review Information

A. Evaluation Criteria - Application responsive to
this solicitation w1l be evaluated by three or nore appropriate
private and/or public sector experts to determne their
technical nerit. These reviewers will provide individual
eval uations of the proposals. No consensus advice will be given.
These reviewers provide coments and assign scores to the
applications based on the following criteria, with the weights
shown i n parentheses:
1. Inportancel/rel evance and Applicability of proposal to the
programgoals (0% . This criterion ascertains whether there is
intrinsic value in the proposed work and/or relevance to NOAA,
federal, regional, state, or local activities. For the CRP

conpetition this includes whether the proposed project assists
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i ndustry and addresses issues that are inportant to regional

fi shery managenent. (See di scussion of CRP Panel, bel ow).

2. Technical/scientific nerit (80%
This criterion assesses whether the approach is technically sound
and/or innovative, if the nmethods are appropriate, and whet her
there are clear project goals and objectives. For the CRP
conpetition this includes:
a. Does the proposal have a clearly stated goals(s) with
associ ated objectives that neet the needs outlined in the
project narrative? (30 points maxi num
b. Does the proposal clearly identify and describe, in the
project outline and statenent of work, scientific
nmet hodol ogi es and anal ytical procedures that will adequately
address project goals and objectives? (30 points maxi nmum

c. Do the principal investigators provide a realistic
tinetable to enable full acconplishnent of all aspects of the
research? (20 points nmaxi num
3. Overall qualifications of applicants (0%
This criterion ascertains whether the applicant possesses the
necessary education, experience, training, facilities, and
adm ni strative resources to acconplish the project. This program

does not use this criteria.
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4. Project costs (20%

This criterion evaluates the budget to determne if it is
realistic and comrensurate with the project needs and ti nme-
frame. For the CRP conpetition this includes the follow ng
questi ons:

a. How effective are the proposed nmethods in enabling the
principal investigators to maintain stewardship of the project
performance, finances, cooperative relationships, and
reporting requirenments? (10 points maxi munm

b. Does the budget appropriately allocate and justify

costs? (10 points nmaximun

5. Qutreach and education (0%

This criterion assesses whether the project provides a focused
and effective education and outreach strategy regardi ng NOAA' s
m ssion to protect the Nation’s natural resources. This

criterion is not used by the CRP

B. Review and Sel ection Process - Follow ng the
technical review, we will determ ne the weighted score for each
i ndi vi dual review and average the individual technical review
score to determne the final technical score for each

application. Then, we will rank applications in descending

23



order by their final technical scores. A cutoff score of 70%
will be used and those applications that score bel ow the cutoff
wll be elimnated fromfurther consideration.

CRP Panel. Those applications at or above the cutoff
techni cal evaluation score wll be presented to a panel of six
non- NOAA fishery experts known as the CRP panel. Each nenber of
the CRP Panel individually considers if needs of the Agency
are addressed in each proposal, if the project assists industry,
and if the project addresses issues that are inportant to
regi onal fisheries managenent.

The individuals on the Panel provide comments and rate each of

t hese proposal s as either “Recommended for Fundi ng” or “Not
Recommended for Funding.” No consensus advice will be given by
the Panel. The Program Manager ranks the proposals in the order
of preferred funding based on the nunber of Panel nenbers
recommendi ng the proposal for funding.

Science Center Director. The ranked proposals are provided
to the Science Center Director, who is the selecting official,
in the order of preferred funding, based on the nunber of Pane
menbers recomendi ng the proposal for funding. |If there are
ties in the rankings, those ties will be distinguished by the

peer review score. The Science Center Director also receives
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t he Panel nenbers’ individual comments. The Science Center
Director, in consultation with the Assistant Adm nistrator,

sel ects proposals after considering the technical reviews and
the selection factors listed below. The Selecting Oficial nmay
negoti ate the funding | evel of the proposal. The Sel ecting
Oficial nmakes final reconmendations for award to the Grants
O ficer who is authorized to obligate funds.

C. Selection Factors - The nerit review ratings shal
provide a rank order to the Selecting Oficial for final funding
recomrendati ons. The Selecting Oficial shall award in the rank
order unless the proposal is justified to be sel ected out of
rank order based upon factors 2. A, 3 and 4, bel ow

1. Availability of funding

2. Bal ance/distribution of funds

a. Geographically

b. By type of institutions

c. By type of partners

d. By research areas
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e. By project types

3. Duplication of other projects funded or considered for

fundi ng by NOAA/federal agencies

4. Programpriorities and policy factors

5. Applicant’s prior award perfornmance

6. Partnerships with/Participation of targeted groups

The Science Center Director will justify in witing any such
sel ecti on.
VI. Award Adm nistration Information

1. Award notices - Successful applications generally
are recomended within 210 days fromthe date of publication
of this notice. The earliest start date of awards average 90
days after each project is selected and after all NWS/
appl i cant negoti ations of cooperative activities have been
conpleted. The earliest start date of awards is about 300
days after the date of publication of this notice. Applicants

shoul d consider this selection and processing tinme in
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devel opi ng requested start dates for their applications.
Unsuccessful applications will be returned to the applicant.
The exact anount of funds awarded, the final scope of

activities, the project duration, and specific NWS
cooperative involvenment with the activities of each project
are determned in pre-award negoti ati ons between the
applicant, the NOAA G ants Ofice and the NVFS Program O fi ce.
Projects nust not be initiated by recipients until a signed
award is received fromthe NOAA Grants Ofi ce.

2. Administrative and National Policy Requirenments -

This notice contains collection-of-information

requi renents subject to the Paperwork Reduction Act. The use
of Standard Forms is identified in the Departnent of Conmerce
Pre- Award Notification Requirenments for G ants and Cooperative
Agreenments contained in the Federal Register notice of Cctober
1, 2001 (66 FR 49917), as anended by the Federal Register

noti ce published on Cctober 30, 2002 (67 FR 66109). The
public reporting burden for the collections of information is
estimated to average 1 hour for an application, 1 hour for a
sem -annual report, and 1 hour for a final report. These
estimates include the time for review ng instructions,
searching existing data sources, gathering and maintaining the

dat a needed, and conpleting and review ng the collection of
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informati on. Send comments regardi ng these burden esti nates
or any other aspect of these collection of information,

I ncl udi ng suggestions for reducing this burden to Ellie
Franci sco Roche (see Addresses).

Not w t hst andi ng any ot her provisions of |law, no person is
required to respond to, nor shall any person be subject to a
penalty for failure to conply with a collection of information
requi renents subject to the Paperwork Reduction Act, unless that

collection displays a currently valid OVMB control nunber.

If you are selected to receive a grant award for a project, you
must :

- Manage the day-to-day operations of the project, be
responsi bl e for the performance of all activities for which
funds are granted, and be responsible for the satisfaction of
all adm nistrative and managerial conditions inposed by the
awar d.

- Keep records sufficient to docunment any costs incurred
under
the award, and all ow access to these records for audit and
exam nation by the Secretary of Conmerce, the Conptroller
General of the United States, or their authorized

representatives; and submt financial status reports (SF 269)
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to NOAA Grants in accordance with the award conditi ons.

3. Reporting - Submt sem annual project status reports on
the use of funds and progress of the project to us wthin 30
days after the end of each 6-nonth period. You will submt
these reports to the individual identified as the NMFS Program
Oficer in the funding agreenent.

- Submt a final report within 90 days after
conpl eti on of
each project to the NMWS Program O ficer. The final report nust
descri be the project and include an eval uation of the work you
perfornmed and the results and benefits in sufficient detail to
enabl e us to assess the success of the conpleted project.

- Submt all data collected as part of the project to
t he
SEFSC partner. Project data nust be edited and verified as
accurate by the applicant prior to being submtted to the
SEFSC. Data nust be submtted in the agreed upon fornmat.

- In addition to the final report, we request that you
submt any publications printed with grant funds (such as
manual s, surveys, etc.) to the NMFS Program O fice for
di ssem nation to the public.

W are commtted to using avail able technology to achieve

the tinely and wide distribution of final reports to those who
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woul d benefit fromthis information. Therefore, you are
encouraged to submit final reports in electronic format, in
accordance with the award terns and conditions for publication
on the NVFS CRP Hone Page. You may charge the costs associ ated
with preparing and transmtting your final reports in electronic
format to the grant award.

VII. Agency Contact(s) - For questions regarding the
appl i cation process, you may contact: Ellie Franci sco Roche,

Chi ef, State/Federal Liaison Ofice, (727 570-5324, or at

Ellie. Roche@oaa. gov.

Dat ed:
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